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Club Contacts                                  !

Website: http://rockymountaineers.com                    
e-mail: info@rockymountaineers.com !

Mailing Address:                                                     
The Rocky Mountaineers                                                
PO Box 4262 
Missoula MT 59806!

President: Steve Schombel  ! ! ! !
! stephenschombel@yahoo.com !

Vice-President: Paul Jensen! ! ! !
!  paulfjensen@yahoo.com! ! ! !

Secretary: Lois Crepeau       ! ! ! !
! lcrepeau@centric.net !

Treasurer: Steve Niday      ! ! ! !
! seniday@yahoo.com !

Newsletter Editor: Dan Saxton  ! ! !
! apologist497@yahoo.com !

Webmaster: Alden Wright  ! ! ! !
! rocky@wrightmontana.net !

The Mountain Ear is the club newsletter 
of The Rocky Mountaineers and is 
published at the end of every month. 
Anyone wishing to contribute articles of 
interest are encouraged to do so - contact 
the editor.  The membership application 
can be found at the end of the newsletter.

ABOUT THE CLUB:!

Mission Statement:! ! !   
The Rocky Mountaineers is a non-profit 
club dedicated to the enjoyment and 
promotion of responsible outdoor 
adventures.!

Meetings and Presentations:  Meetings 
are held the second Tuesday, September 
through May, at 6:00 PM at the Trail 
Head. Each meeting is followed by a 
featured presentation or speaker at 7:00 
PM.!

 
Please be sure to check out our 
Facebook group to receive the latest 
up-to-date news and post short-notice 
trip proposals:!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/rockymountaineers/!

Climb. Hike. Ski. Bike. Paddle. Dedicated to the Enjoyment and Promotion of Responsible Outdoor 
	 Adventure. 

Cover Photo: A mountain goat being bold (or just chewing its cud….) 
while relaxing alongside the trail to Sperry Glacier, Glacier National 

Park.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
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"
Greetings from the President: 
"
This upcoming Saturday, Oct. 3rd, is the cabin work day. The Rocky Mountaineers cabin was 
built quite a while ago. Several articles on its history have been in the newsletter, and you 
can search for them on the website. The annual firewood cutting work day has also been 
going on longer than I have been in the club. Think about helping out. More recently we have 
also been having a potluck up at the trailhead after the work day. This year some of us senior 
club members are going to the potluck with good food. Members are welcome to come just 
for the potluck, but please call Paul Jensen first (see trip proposal below) to see if he has 
enough help.
"
See you,
"
Steve Schombel 
 

" "
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TRIP REPORTS 
"
Glacier Classic XI - August 28-30, 2015 

This year’s gathering of Mountaineers at the Classic.  Photo by Vick Applegate.
"
For our 11th installment of The Glacier Classic we once again chose Apgar as our base of 
activities.  With the heavy smoke conditions all over Montana for the previous two weeks, 
several folks decided to not make the trip.  The smoke forecast didn’t look great for the 
weekend, but a bunch of us could have cared less and headed for Glacier anyway.  Everyone 
arrived at Apgar by Friday evening.  Dan Saxton led the main climb of the day with a trip up 
Gunsight Mountain.  Several of us arrived mid-afternoon and two parties hiked 2000’ up to 
the Apgar Lookout.  We all enjoyed food, drinks, and camaraderie (no fires though) on Friday 
evening.  Saturday morning everyone was up and off onto the various hikes and climbs:  
Heavens Peak, Mt. Gould, Sperry Chalet/Lincoln Peak, Comeau Pass.  After a year’s hiatus, 
Tom Hanou returned with his marvelous burrito dinner and turned all of us hungry climbers 
into very happy climbers.  Thanks again Tom!  Drinks, desserts, jokes and solutions to all the 
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world’s problems ensued.  Nobody seemed too ambitious on Sunday morning, but a few 
headed up to Logan Pass for a Reynolds climb attempt.  The smoke, although persistent on 
Friday and Saturday, never did really interfere with anyone’s plans, and by Sunday it had 
entirely cleared out.  The weekend turned out to be yet another great fun Glacier Classic 
event!  Can’t wait for next year!  Forest Dean "
Roster of Attendees: "
Forest Dean, Tom Hanou, John Bardsley, Dan Saxton, Edna Blanchfield, Vick Applegate, Lois 
Crepeau, Michelle Crepeau, Jim Goss, Alden Wright, Bryan Kercher, Paul Jensen, Connie 
Keogh, George Scherman, Pat Caffrey, Sharon Berube, Elizabeth Brann, Joshua Phillips, 
Richard Smith
""
Friday, August 28, 2015 - Gunsight Mountain (9,258’) 
 

John Bardsley looking down the terrifying south ridge of Gunsight from the summit.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
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John Bardsley met me at the McDonald Lodge at 7am for our long 20-mile venture up 
Gunsight Mountain, which was fortunately on a trail most of the way. We made quick work 
up the Sperry trail - I marveled at how wide and easy it was; clearly we were being spoiled 
after mainly enduring the tough and primitive country of the Bitterroots, Missions, etc.
"
The day was smoky of course from all the fires burning, but it was still a nice morning, and 
the sun shone nicely on the rocky slopes of Edwards Mountain. Below Feather Woman Falls, 
we passed a mountain goat and her two kids - the goats are always very photogenic!




Looking down to Sperry area and Lincoln Peak from the trail to Comeau Pass.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
We reached Comeau Pass at about 11am and marveled at the barren landscapes around us, 
which the glaciers once covered. The north sides of Gunsight still had two big permanent 
snowfields, with our rocky ridge of ascent going up in between. We traversed a few hundred 
more yards to the east before beginning the ascent. The ridge was relatively straightforward, 
with some zigzagging to get around the steeper bands. It's nothing harder than easy Class 3 
by doing so.
""
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The Gunsight snowfield and Edwards Mountain.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
""
John struck off on a more direct route up scree, while I stayed on the ridge all the way to the 
saddle between Gunsight's west and middle summits; from there it was an easy climb to the 
peak which we reached at around 12:30pm. In spite of the haze, it was still a grand sight 
from on top, with Lake Ellen Wilson far below, Mount Jackson rearing huge above, and the 
icier two other summits of Gunsight displaying their splendor.
"
It was a simple matter of retracing our steps down; I had the opportunity of filling my water 
bottle with fresh ice-cold snowmelt at the bottom of the peak! From there we trudged back 
down the long trail, seeing a large marmot and more mountain goats below (including 
perhaps this morning's goats?). I'd never seen Sperry Chalet, so we took the side trip to 
check it out - seems like a worthy place to pluck down $200/night for a really special 
occasion!
"
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We returned to Lake McDonald at 5:30pm, making for a 10 1/2 hour hike, probably my 
fastest ever 20+ mile hike in fact! John and I then drove to Apgar to meet up with the rest of 
the Mountaineers and have a swell time…..
"
I'd highly recommend Gunsight as a good way to get in some big miles with quality scenery. 
Late in the year when there is no snow blocking the route, it is one of the easiest ways to get 
up really high from Lake McDonald.  Dan Saxton 
 

The other two peaks of Gunsight Mountain.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
""
Saturday, August 29, 2015 - Mount Gould (9,553’) "
While the majority of the Mountaineers joined Forest Dean on his trip up Heavens Peak, Paul 
Jensen and Connie Keogh accompanied me on my attempt on mighty Mount Gould, which I 
first saw at age 6 in 1990 from Many Glacier, my first time in the Rockies. It had been a long 
dream of mine to stand atop it, and a quarter century later I finally had my chance!
"
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"""""""""
Clements Mountain from the 
famous cliffy part of the 
Highline.  Photo by Dan 
Saxton.
""""""""
This was also my first time on the best-known section of the Highline Trail, and it did not 
disappoint, with amazing scenery. That morning, the smoke had let up a bit, so Clements, 
Oberlin, etc, were glowing well in the morning light. The haze did increase after about 10am 
though. Along the way, we saw a herd of mountain goats a few hundred feet above grazing 
in the meadows below the sheer walls of Bishop's Cap.
 """""""""

Paul Jensen on the 
slopes of Gould, 
Bishop’s Cap in the 
back.  Photo by 
Dan Saxton
"""""""""
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The long rubbly 
staircase.  Photo by 
Dan Saxton.
""""
It took about a 
couple hours to 
get to where the 
normal route left 
the Highline Trail 
at the saddle 
east of Haystack 
Butte. As we 
went along and 
discussed the 
route, Connie 
expressed a 
preference to go 
up the regular 
route since the 

Gem Glacier route 
which I originally proposed was more technical. Paul mentioned that he and Steve Niday had 
tried to find a way up a long time before and ran into technical terrain they couldn't get 
through. I decided to go a quarter mile up the Highline and see how the way looked from a 
distance, for future reference, and then traverse over to rejoin Paul and Connie before they 
got too far up the regular route.
"
Doing so, I came to the viewpoint and noted that the guidebook was a bit vague in how it 
described the "couloir" up to the Gem Glacier notch, but the possible route seemed to go up 
right under the towering spire at the north end of the notch. If it was a couloir, it was the 
loosest definition of “couloir”….. But that would have to wait for another time!
"
It was an easy traverse over to join Paul and Connie at the steppy break through the diorite 
sill cliff band which opened access to the upper slopes. We climbed through that section and 
then tried to figure out how to move left up the slope to get around bigger cliffs high above - 
the mountain was so huge and crumbly! For a while, we went up a gully with more solid rock, 
but since it led towards steeper terrain I was constantly looking for a decent way to traverse 
left. Connie was having some trouble with the looser rock, and was worried about getting 
down safely. Eventually, after we left the gully (about halfway up the mountain), she decided 
she didn't want to risk it anymore. Paul stayed with her, and said it would be OK for me to go 
on by myself and tag the summit.
"
Traversing left, I encountered a lone mountain goat just after I left Paul and Connie; he 
ambled off to the west. From there it was just up, up, and up......hundreds of rubbly ledges. It 
was like a giant wide staircase full of loose rocky debris. I patiently took my time, and 
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eventually got to the summit cliff bands, which took a few minutes to work through. And I 
reached the top around 2:15pm.


Looking down to Upper Grinnell Lake from the summit.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
By that time, it was pretty smoky, but visibility wasn't the worst - I could see from Blackfoot 
Mountain to Mount Merritt. It was extremely satisfying to look down the sheer east face and 
to Many Glacier dim below, returning the view I'd seen several times from the Hotel. Upper 

Grinnell Lake was huge, and it was a sad thing to see Grinnell Glacier having become so 
small; most of it was hidden below the slopes of the mountain.
"
It was so much easier coming down, where I could "follow the grain" of the slope and have a 
better time following the cairns and climbers's paths. There are a few different paths, and it 
is impossible to stay on an exact line, so I just patiently worked my way down, trying to 
make sure I was following a general trail of cairns. Nevertheless, the descent was much 
quicker than the ascent, and I returned to the saddle where Paul and Connie were waiting at 
4pm - 1 hr down from top.
"
From there, we went on a brisk pace back along the Highline, hungry for Tom Hanou's 
burritos. It was an eerie afternoon - dark clouds, sun, and smoke all combined to create 
otherworldly glows of light and shade. It even drizzled a little bit, but never broke out into a 
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downpour. A side of Glacier I've never seen, which was neat - even smoke can present the 
park beautifully!
"
We returned to Logan Pass at 5:30 and gladly drove back down Sun Road to Apgar to feast 
on Tom's heavenly handiwork!  Dan Saxton 

Dark clouds, smoke, and sun create an ominous apocalyptic glow over Mount Cannon.  Photo by Dan 
Saxton. ""
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Saturday, August 29, 2015 - Heavens Peak (8987’) 

Beginning the ascent of the upper peak.  Photo by Bryan Kercher.
"
A large group of seven of us started up the 
“East Face Route” at 8:00am on Saturday 
morning.  Joining me were Joshua Phillips, 
Richard Smith, John Bardsley, Brian Kercher, 
Jim Goss, and George Scherman.  None of us 
had ever ascended this peak before.  The 
morning was cool and calm, but soon gave way 
to very windy and very smoky conditions.  The 
route was fairly direct as it followed a streambed 
due west and straight up to a beautiful basin on 
the east side of Heavens Peak.  With the small 
volume of water running down the drainage by 
this time of year, we were able to usually stick 
right near the solid rock along the stream.  From 
the basin we climbed an (obvious) class 3 
couloir to gain the NE ridge.  
"""""
Richard Smith on the ridge.  Photo by Joshua Phillips.
"""

�13




 """""
Ascending the 

slabs.  Photo by 
Joshua Phillips.
"""""""""""""

The ridge to the summit from that point was spectacular!  The ridge starts out narrow but 
then widens to several hundred yards of sloped “parking lot.”  Little snow remained, so the 
rock was mostly dry and easy to ascend.  It steepens a bit near the top.  This is perhaps one 
of the most unique mountains and routes in Glacier!  Near the top of this massive slope of 
solid rock we made a turn to the north and 50 feet of easy scrambling popped us out on the 
summit (about 1:00pm).  Views were not far reaching due to the smoke, but we nevertheless 
relaxed for a while and enjoyed our accomplishment and partners.  After about ½ hour we 
began the descent.  Things became a bit gloomy at times during the descent due to the 
heavy smoke and 
increased cloud 
cover.  We trudged 
on, and down, and 
eventually made it 
back to the start at 
6:30pm.  It was 
something like 8 
miles round trip with 
5600’ of elevation 
gain.  Forest Dean """""
The group on the 
summit.  Photo by 
Bryan Kercher. "
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Saturday, August 29, 2015 - Sperry Glacier 

The Comeau Pass staircase.  Photo by Vick Applegate.
"
Vick Applegate and I hiked up the Sperry Chalet/Glacier trail, getting an early start as it is a 
20 mile round trip hike and 4,500' elevation gain. Once past the split off of the trail to Sperry 
Chalet, we entered a large cirque, climbing steeply. We saw many mountain goats on the trail 
in a picturesque setting. Prior to getting to Comeau Pass, we ascended a steep manmade 
staircase up a cut in the rock and the wind was howling. Once at the pass, we viewed a 
small waterfall which water was being propelled up due to the winds. It was very smoky, but 
the view from there looking out on Sperry Glacier and looking towards Logan Pass (even 
though you could barely make it out) was awesome. I am going to ask Vick to do the Floral 
Park Traverse next year, which takes you from Logan Pass to Comeau Pass.  Looking 
forward to it.  We stopped at Sperry Chalet on the way down and got back to the trailhead at 
McDonald Lake Lodge in 10 hours.  A good day was had.  Tom Hanou "
Saturday, August 29, 2015 - Sperry Chalet/Lincoln Peak "
Edna Blanchfield, Alden Wright, Susan, and Elizabeth hiked the trail to Sperry Chalet.  The 
trail started in a nice cedar hemlock forest.  Edna and Alden wanted to go at a faster pace 
and we reached the chalet at about 11.  The plan was to go on to Lincoln Pass and Lincoln 
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Peak which are about a mile further up the trail towards Gunsight Pass, but Edna was having 
some leg problems and didn’t feel that she should go on.  So Alden went on to Lincoln Pass 
where a very tame nanny and kid goats walked by within 5 feet.  Lincoln Peak was a short 
very easy scramble from the pass.  The views from the peak were outstanding, but a girl was 
conversing on her cell phone the entire time that Alden was on the peak.  When Alden got 
back to the chalet, he found that the rest of the party had left, and Alden set a fast pace to 
catch up.  He did catch up about halfway down, but the fast pace pulled some muscles in 
his leg, which caused his leg to be sore on Sunday’s hike.  Alden Wright 
 

The bunkhouse at Sperry Chalet.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
""
Sunday, August 30, 2015 - Reynolds Mountain attempt "
After sleeping in and then being very indecisive about what (if anything) we wanted to do on 
this Sunday morning, three of us decided to drive up to Logan Pass and try to climb the 
south side of Reynolds Mountain.  Alden Wright deserved all the credit for getting us moving; 
Jim Goss and I were lethargic.  The 76 year old stalwart had never been up Reynolds and 
wanted to give it a go. We began at about 10:00am from the visitor center and hiked up the 
trail (with many many other tourists) to Hidden Lake Pass.  From there a very well-worn 
climber’s trail heads south towards and then around the west side of Reynolds.  We followed 
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this to the SW corner of the mountain.  Here, Jim Goss decided he’d had enough climbing 
for the weekend and started to make his way back.  Alden wanted to keep plugging away, 
and so he and I began scrambling up through the massive scree field on the south side of 
the mountain.  The weather which had started our fairly nice was continuing to deteriorate as 
a system was moving in.  Very windy, it was.  Alden and I made it up to the base of the cliffs.  
From there we had about 500-600’ remaining but would require a bit of maneuvering around 
to the west side of the mountain.  I estimated it would take us another hour to reach the 
summit.  Due to the changing weather and time of day, we made the decision to turn around.  
It started to sprinkle a bit as we hiked back out so it was probably a good decision.  We got 
back to the car about 2:00.  All in all, I appreciate Alden getting us moving today rather than 
just sitting around camp or heading home!  Forest Dean 

Edwards Mountain dwarfs John Bardsley on the way up to Comeau Pass.  Photo by Dan Saxton. "
*********************************************** 
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Saturday, September 19, 2015 - Rogers Pass South """"
The Continental Divide 
ridgeline near Rogers Pass.  
Photo by Julia Kahl.
"""
The beautiful weather on 
this Saturday was a 
bonus as Lois C., Steve 
S., and David and Julie K. 
drove up to Rogers Pass 
in the morning in two 
vehicles. We parked our 
Tacoma at the downhill 
end of the pullout lane on 
the eastbound side, then 
everyone rode in Steve’s 
van up Little Wolf Cr. Rd. 
to the saddle with Sunset 

Mt. When we were here last May there was no one else on the road; today it was a busy 
place with firewood cutters, hunters and other recreationists. We found the trail we had seen 
in May going up from the saddle west towards the Continental Divide above, and followed it 
for about a mile. It was a real trail recently used by horses, that goes up the south side of a 
knob, with views down into the South Fork of the Dearborn River; we tried to pick out 
Denton Mt. that divides the SF Dearborn from Wolf Creek. The trail crossed the knob to a 
saddle “behind” it where it follows that saddle up to the CD Trail on the summit above. Views 
here were of the Middle Fork of the Dearborn River and Hwy 200; in the distance to the north 
we could see that saddle above the highway that always gets the big cornice on it, then 
Cadotte Pass, Green Mt. and part of Lewis & Clark Pass beyond. The Front Range marches 
off into the distance with a little snow in some high pockets. 
"
It had been a hard day to dress for, and climbing the more protected knob we had felt we 
were over-dressed, but coming out on the summit saddle between two rock outcroppings to 
a fierce wind, we were no longer too warm. The wind was hard to stand up in, and we 
ducked into narrow ledges on the north side of the ridge behind a rock outcropping to eat 
lunch. We were about one mile back on the south summit ridge and couldn’t see down into 
Rogers Pass itself. To the south, Midnight Hill was above us. We followed the CD Trail down 
the west side of the divide to Rogers Pass with mixed feelings. We had wanted to hike 
around up there a bit, maybe climb Midnight Hill or Anaconda Mt. but the wind was just too 

strong, and the trail shortly drops down into trees on the north flank of Midnight Hill 
sheltering us from the wind some. The trail drops in a series of switchbacks, mostly in trees 
to a trailhead and parking lot just downhill of the eastbound pull off area. By the time we had 
walked up the highway to the Tacoma, it was probably 2 miles from the saddle above. 
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Looking north to the Scapegoat area from the Divide.  Photo by Julia Kahl.
"
Lois and I snacked and waited on the steps on the north side of the pass, while David and 
Steve went up to get the van, the road even busier now. It was well before 2pm when we 
regrouped at the pass. Lois and Steve went back to Missoula. David and I got to the road to 
Flesher Pass and decided to do another one of the road trips on our list, the loop of Flesher 
Pass to Stemple Pass that would bring us back to Lincoln. Flesher Pass was about 8 miles 
on Hwy 279, a road paved the entire way with snowplow guides seeming to indicate it is 
kept open all year round. It was also the route of the power lines. About 10 miles over the 
other side, still on a paved road, at the little town of Wilborn the road to Stemple Pass comes 
in. A two-lane wide gravel road, it was about another 8 miles to the summit where there is a 
cross country ski area, seemingly to indicate that the road on at least one side is kept open 
all winter. We had to be careful to leave on the correct road which was gravel all the way to 
Lincoln. It took about two hours to drive this loop. Both passes were as windy as the summit 
above the pass had been. One wonders how those hiking the CD Trail handle the wind. It’s 
roughly 10-11 miles from Flesher Pass to Rogers Pass, and 10-11 miles from Stemple Pass 
to Flesher Pass, and the wind issue makes me wonder if we want to do any of these as point 
to point hikes.  Julia Kahl ""
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Saturday, September 26, 2015 - Red Mountain (9,411’) 

The view we didn’t see in June 2014 - Gilia and Dave Patterson stroll the 3 glorious miles along the ridge to 
the summit of Red Mountain.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"

Our hopes for excellent weather dawned crisp and clear as we drove east through Lincoln to 
the Copper Creek Road which led to the base of Red Mountain's sprawling ridges. Joining 
me this time around were Dave and Gilia Patterson, Michael (the previous folks were with me 
last year in our rained-out attempt), Craig Daue, Vick Applegate, and Todd Kaye. We picked 
up Vick at the Copper Creek Campground where he had stayed the night before and made 
the short drive to the trailhead.
"
A couple weeks ago, the Klondike Fire had begun a few miles to the south of where we were 
planning to go, but thankfully by the time of our trip it had died down sufficiently to no longer 
be a threat. It was a close call, since the area immediately to the south of our route was still 
closed. We actually were not able to drive as far as we could last time, for a gate blocked the 
last part of the road at the big bend where it crossed Copper Creek. So from there at just 
after 8am we began the hike.
"
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Since the burned area immediately to our north was pretty open, I decided to have us take a 
shortcut up it to rejoin the road - this would save about a mile. It took us 30 minutes to get 
up the slope, and it was already warm enough for us to shed our jackets after only going up 
a couple hundred yards.

From where we got back to the road, it was easy walking west for a couple miles, past a few 
old mining sites, one of which had a curious furnace-looking structure. Beyond there we 
climbed to the ridgeline just south of Point 8,376, where a red sign marked the Scapegoat 
Wilderness boundary. A breeze was already blowing, but the temperatures were nicely mild 
and the sun shone brightly. Some smoky haze (from where? Probably Idaho/Washington) 
lurked in the west, limiting views in that direction beyond the Blackfoot mountains.
"
We climbed up to the top of Point 8,376', which was where our previous trip had turned 
around in June of 2014 in an almost total whiteout of sleet and rain. This time, the whole 
glorious three miles of ridgeline to Red Mountain rewarded our patient eyes!
"""""""""
Vick Applegate and 
Todd Kaye chatting 
on Red’s long south 
ridge.  Photo by Dan 
Saxton.
""""""""""""
After dropping down a bit, we scaled a ledgy section of ridge, with a couple easy Class 3 
moves, and then leisurely strolled along the gentle open tundra to the base of Point 8,801 
and ascended its south side. In spite of the westerly haze, the views were superb, reaching 
as far as the Flint Creek Range and the Big Belt Mountains, and we began to get a good 
feeling of just how big and tall Red Mountain is - it is hundreds of feet higher than anything 
around it.
""
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The summit of Red Mountain.  The goat herd is the tiny white specks under the top.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
Eventually, we attained the long summit ridge of Red (Point 9,250'), where the wind 
noticeably picked up, with 30-40mph gusts at times. Fortunately, these gusts were not 
consistent and we were often able to stay in the eastern lee of the ridge. On top of Point 
9,250', we received our wildlife reward of the day: a herd of 12 mountain goats just below the 
summit of Red, about 1/4 mile away; they started to walk away towards the other side of the 
mountain when they saw us.
"
Just after 1pm, we summited Red and were glad to find an excellent rock shelter to protect 
us from the winds ripping across the peak. I took a quick trip to the northern end of the peak 
to hopefully see the goats again, but they had disappeared far below. We enjoyed a long 
break in the shelter, out of the wind, with warm temperatures in the 60's. The smoke 
gradually cleared out of the west, allowing us to eventually see as far as the Rattlesnake and 
the Missions. Scapegoat Mountain stole the show with its bright white rocks and sheer cliffs. 
On top of Red were the ruins of an old fire lookout, perhaps abandoned because it was just 
too darn windy?
"
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Alpine tundra and the Scapegoat Massif from the top of Red Mountain.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
For our return, I took us down the southeast spur, retracing our steps via Point 9,250'. The 
others went around the east side of the point, while I climbed over the top, where the winds 
slammed and walloped me around. At one point I could not stop moving, because they were 
pushing me so strongly - it felt like 60mph winds, some of the strongest winds I've ever 
experienced on a mountain. I'd experienced a couple similar gusts on Caribou Peak a few 
miles to the east last fall, so I'll have to say this general area definitely deserves its wind 
notoriety!
"
Walking briskly to escape the wind, we eventually reached treeline (near Point 8,245') and 
then descended the spur, which has become the standard route up Red over the last 10-15 
years or so, especially for those county highpointing (Red Mountain is the highest point in 
Lewis and Clark County). It was steep in spots, especially for about 100 feet where we had 
to drop off a low Class 3 ledge. Traces of a path led us along further down, evidence of the 
increasing use of this route.
"
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At the bottom of the slope was an old mine 
adit, and the ruins of a road leading to it. We 
did our best to follow the road over the next 
1/2 mile - it was so overgrown that the track 
was practically invisible until we got closer 
down to the creek bottom. After we crossed 
the creek, the road dramatically improved, 
and it was easy going from there back to the 
main Copper Creek road, which we followed 
back to the gate and our vehicles, reaching 
them just about 5pm - 9 hours of hiking.
"
We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, especially 
those of us who had braved the terrible 
weather on the first failed attempt. Memories 
of the strong wind were easily overridden by 
the gorgeous weather and temperatures, the 
beauty of Bob Marshall Country, and the 
fellowship of fellow climbers. Red Mountain is 
a relatively straightforward and rewarding 
peak, a perfect place to bring a group along!  
Dan Saxton ""

Craig Daue checking out the old mine adit.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
""
Sunday, September 27, 2015 - Gibbons Pass Area - Nee-Mee-Poo Trail "

A few of us headed done to 
the Gibbons Pass area on 
this fine fall day to hike a 
short section of the old 
Indian “Road to the Buffalo” 
or Nee-Mee-Poo (literal 
translation: “follow the 
poop”) Trail. It is also called 
the Nez Perce Historic Trail 
in reference to the flight of 
Chief Joseph and others in 
the band, and Trail #406 on 
Forest Service maps.
""
Figuring out the map.  Photo by 
Steve Schombel.
"
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This section, from near Gibbons Pass down to Lost Trail Hot Springs, is probably the part 
farthest from open roads. Actually, the Indians probably didn’t follow just one track. It is well- 
maintained and has an information sign at the bottom.
"
We chose to start at a sign about a mile and half south of Gibbons Pass instead of the 
shortcut coming from the pass. We had an old Forest Service and 2005 edition map, plus a 
topo map which showed a short trail somewhere north of the pass which dead ended. Both 
F.S. maps showed Trail 406 crossing the Continental Divide Trail and going north before 
heading downhill. We reached a trail a short distance from the car with no signs except one 
in the direction from which we came. After a lot of discussion and map study, we decided to 
turn right. Soon we came upon a sign for the CD Trail. We decided to go back and see if Trail 
406 branched off south of the first junction. After another jaunt, we concluded that we were 

headed toward Lookout Pass, and there was no sign of Trail 406. We retraced our steps and 
headed north, thinking at worst we could reach the pass and take the shortcut. We saw lots 
of signs for the CD Trail, way more than needed. We went quite a ways before we saw a sign 
for the Nee-Mee-Poo trail. We speculated that Trail 406 must have been rerouted, perhaps 
after the fires in the early 2000’s. But the Forest Service really should indicate on maps that 
the trails run together for over a mile, or put up some more signs. The junction where Trail 
406 left the CD Trail and headed downhill was well marked.


The country around Gibbons Pass.  Photo by Steve Schombel.
"
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The next section of the trail was through burned areas and clearcuts. You wouldn’t want to 
do it on a hot day. We had a pleasant breeze. There were nice views of French Basin, the 
Lost Trail area, and the part of the Bitterroots we think were around Boulder Peak. A lot of 
the brush had grown back and there were lots of small trees and beautiful fall colors, red and 
golden yellow. This part of the trail wasn’t as steep as we thought it would be, but some 
places were very rocky. It is also part of the Lewis and Clark Trail, since Wm. Clark and his 
band climbed up in this area when they were eastbound. There were lots of signs, again, way 
more than needed, except in the critical first part of the hike.
"
The last part of the hike went through some nice old growth. There were some huge standing 
dead and fallen trees, plus many big pines, several which showed signs of being stripped. 
The live trees were widely spaced so there wouldn’t be much shade here either on a hot day. 
The very last part of the hike was a few of the annoying switchbacks that add a lot of 
distance without gaining or losing much elevation. Let’s hope the Forest Service will stop 
building these types of trails.
"
Then it was a shuttle up to get the other vehicle, dinner and a drive home. We figure we did 
about six miles with the back and forth in the first part. Only close friends Lois, Dave, and 
Julie joined me.  I invite others to join in the future.  Steve Schombel 

The Swan Crest towards Holland Peak with the Albino Basin permanent snowfields in the foreground, from 
the southern slopes of Peak 9,075’, the unnamed fourth highest mountain in the Swan Range.  Photo by Dan 

Saxton.
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UPCOMING TRIPS AND ADVENTURES    

Trip Notes: 

Please contact the trip leader for more information regarding any listed trips. 
Mileage listed is round trip mileage. Elevation listed is gain only. For information on 
Class Rating see below:


Class Rating System:  
CLASS 1 – HIKING Mostly on trails, but may also include some easy cross country 
travel. 
CLASS 2 – EASY SCRAMBLING Rugged off trail hiking, no hands required.  
CLASS 3 – SCRAMBLING Use of hand to ascend some sections of rock. Little to no 
exposure; a fall would not likely cause serious injury. 
CLASS 4 – CLIMBING Easy climbing, great exposure; a fall would quite possibly 
cause serious injury. Use of a rope and protection at times possible. 
CLASS 5 – TECHNICAL CLIMBING Use of rope, protection and belay are a must. 
CLASS 6 – AID CLIMBING Use of equipment to support your weight as you climb. 


Saturday, October 3, 2015 - LITTLE ST. JOE CABIN WORK PARTY 

I'm planning the annual work party to cut firewood and hopefully do some other 
improvements and maintenance as well. There are a number of things that could be done to 
spruce up the cabin for winter...Afterwards we will have a picnic/BBQ at the trailhead. We will 
meet at Walmart (in the parking lot near Hwy 93) at 9 am. Please give me a call at 728-6881 
for more information. Hope to see you.


Leader: Paul Jensen - paulfjensen@yahoo.com


Sunday, October 4, 2015 - DEER CREEK DRAINAGE 

This is a drainage off of the east side of Fish Creek, just north of Burdette Creek and on the 
edge of the Burdette Wildlife Management Area.  As it is hunting season, the plan is to hike 
on logging roads to explore the area. A road goes about 3 miles back and if we feel confident 
Deer Peak is another 2 1/2 - 3 miles from the end of the road.


Leader: Julia Kahl - jawkal@rockymountaineers.com     


Sunday, November 29, 2015 - LOLO PASS 

There is almost always something we can do on snow on the Sunday after Thanksgiving at 
Lolo Pass - conditions at the time will determine what.


Leader: Julia Kahl - jawkal@rockymountaineers.com 


"
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Looking ahead…… 
The Rocky Mountaineers will resume meetings at the Trail Head, 221 E. Front St., 
Missoula, at 7pm on Tuesday, October 13, 2015.  We will host a presentation about 
Mountain Bike Exploration in the Little Belt Mountains: 

Did you ever want to cover more ground in the backcountry and not carry the weight on your 
back? Come hear about a 5-day exploration of the Little Belt Range by mountain bike. Julie, 
Kate, and Laurie have been mountain bike touring together for the past six years.  The tours 
have included portions of the Great Divide Route and the Gravelly Range outside of Virginia 
City.  They will be presenting their latest tour of the Little Belts outside of Great Falls.  


The presentation will also include a how-to Nature Journal along the way with watercolors.  
No artistic talent is needed, just a motivation to journal with few words.


"
"
"
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Rocky Mountaineers’ Meeting Minutes, 9/8/2015 

I. Call To Order: 6:10, Imagine Nation Brewery


II. Attendees: Steve Schombel, Alden Wright, Steve Niday, Julie Kahl, Paul Jensen, Dan 
Saxton, Forest Dean, Tom Hanou, Lois Crepeau


III. Treasurer’s Report: $1217.28, adjusted for $81 for web hosting, $297 take in for Glacier 
Classic, to cover $272 costs.


	 A. Signature rights are Steve Niday and Joshua Phillips


	 B. Joshua not part of the club anymore, but holds GMAR funds


	 C. Put President on? Yes


IV. Discussions:


	 A. New Meeting Place


	 	 1. Steve S. will talk to Todd at the Trail Head, they want us


	 	 2. Imagine Nation Brewery


	 	 	 a. Too small for larger meetings


	 	 	 b. They would charge us so much per person


	 	 	 c. Have to be out by 9pm both places


	 	 3. Business meeting at Elks Club? Imagine Nation? MacKenzie River 	 	
	 	 Pizza?


	 B. Speakers


	 	 1. Bikepacking Ladies in Oct., Ian McGruder in Nov., Avalanche program in 	
	 	 Dec. or Jan.


	 	 2. Future


	 	 	 a. Guy who swam in every lake in Glacier


	 	 	 b. Bob Clark, doing guided backpacking in ID


	 	 	 c. Joshua Phillips’s wife on diving


	 	 	 d. Ernie Hawks, a spiritual side


	 	 	 e. Forest & Frank trips, Paul Jensen


	 	 	 f. Never got a reply from Aaron Teasdale
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	 C. Cabin Work Party


	 	 1. Paul - 1st weekend in Oct. - Oct. 3rd


	 	 2. Not much wood gone, some trees down on the trail


	 	 3. Sweep the chimney? Burn dry wood, probably don’t need it


	 	 4. Could use a good cleaning


	 	 5. Misc. Work


	 	 a. Lower upper bed platform


	 	 b. Shelf along back of table


	 	 c. Coat new table top: spare varnish, teak oil, acrylic?


	 D. Glacier Classic


	 	 1. Good turnout


	 	 2. Tom’s burritos best ever


	 E. Facebook 188 enrolled members, what is membership count? Why don’t they 	
	 join?


	 F. Trips - Julie, Rogers Pass, 9/21


V. Adjourn 6:59 PM


"
"
"
"

Fall blazes up the larch 
atop Carlton Ridge 

above Missoula.  
Photo by Dan Saxton.


"
"
"
"
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THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Annual Membership Fee: $10.00 

Note: Membership includes all members of a family or household. 

"
Make checks payable to ‘The Rocky Mountaineers’ and send to: The 
Rocky Mountaineers, PO Box 4262, Missoula, MT 59806

"
Name: ______________________________ 
Additional Family Members’ Names: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: __________________________ 

Cell Phone (optional):___________________________ 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
Additional Email (optional): 
_______________________________________________

Joining or maintaining your Rocky Mountaineers membership has never been easier!


PayPal is now available on the Rocky Mountaineers website. Click on the membership 
link on the main page.


"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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