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Club Contacts                                  !

Website: http://rockymountaineers.com                    
e-mail: info@rockymountaineers.com !

Mailing Address:                                                     
The Rocky Mountaineers                                                
PO Box 4262 
Missoula MT 59806!

President: Steve Schombel  ! ! ! !
! stephenschombel@yahoo.com !

Vice-President: Paul Jensen! ! ! !
!  paulfjensen@yahoo.com! ! ! !

Secretary: Lois Crepeau       ! ! ! !
! lcrepeau@centric.net !

Treasurer: Steve Niday      ! ! ! !
! seniday@yahoo.com !

Newsletter Editor: Dan Saxton  ! ! !
! apologist497@yahoo.com !

Webmaster: Alden Wright  ! ! ! !
! rocky@wrightmontana.net !

The Mountain Ear is the club newsletter 
of The Rocky Mountaineers and is 
published at the end of every month. 
Anyone wishing to contribute articles of 
interest are encouraged to do so - contact 
the editor.  The membership application 
can be found at the end of the newsletter.

ABOUT THE CLUB:!

Mission Statement:! ! !   
The Rocky Mountaineers is a non-profit 
club dedicated to the enjoyment and 
promotion of responsible outdoor 
adventures.!

Meetings and Presentations:  Meetings 
are held the second Tuesday, September 
through May, at 6:00 PM at the Trail 
Head. Each meeting is followed by a 
featured presentation or speaker at 7:00 
PM.!

 
Please be sure to check out our 
Facebook group to receive the latest 
up-to-date news and post short-notice 
trip proposals:!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/rockymountaineers/!

Climb. Hike. Ski. Bike. Paddle. Dedicated to the Enjoyment and Promotion of Responsible Outdoor 
	 Adventure. 

Cover Photo: Swan Peak, an intrepid summit and the second highest 
mountain in the Swan Range.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
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"
Greetings from the President: "
 Last April I was feeling healthier than I have in years, and was looking forward to doing lots 
of hiking, some backpacking, and bagging a few peaks I’ve had on my list for years.  So I 
volunteered to be the Rocky Mountaineers’ next leader.  Then I twisted my knee while wade 
fishing during high water, and have been very limited in my outdoor activities ever since.  Life 
can be so unpredictable.  Maybe someone will feel sorry for me and offer to take over at the 
next election.
"
I am looking forward to planning the meetings, and some of the more mundane club 
business.  We already have shows about multi-day mountain bike trips and backcountry 
skiing pretty well-lined up, and will have many more good suggestions over the next few 
business meetings.  Of course, descriptions and dates will be given as soon as the 
information is available.
"
I’m going to repeat what is written elsewhere, but our September meeting is a chance for 
members to talk about what they have been up to.  Over the years there have been some 
who stretch the definition of outdoor adventures, and they don’t have to be within the past 
year.  On the other hand we’ve had people who really blow us away.  We wish some of these 
people would agree to do a longer show at one of the monthly meetings.  We usually have 
several people who want to show photos, so we ask everyone to please edit your photos, 
think about what you are going to say, and try to limit the presentation to 15 minutes.

The last item I want to talk about is the cabin work party.  We got a report that it looked like 
no one camped there last winter and there was still a lot of firewood stacked up.  Thanks, 
Tom.  Sounds like we don’t need a large group of volunteers, but it still would be nice if a 
smaller group could go up to sweep and check on other supplies.  I’m not going to lead trips 
at the end of September or early October until we decide about the cabin work day.  We 
should do this at the business meeting on Sept. 8th.  Keep an eye on the Facebook page if 
you like some of the trips I do, because I just might announce something.
"
Signing off for now, and hope to see many of you at the September meeting,
"
Steve Schombel 

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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TRIP REPORTS 
"
Saturday, August 1, 2015 - Swan Peak (9,289’) 

Swan Peak from Lower Squeezer Lake.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
Full of excitement at wandering into the mystique of the formidable Swan Peak, Johnathan 
Bardsley and I left Missoula at 5am, and the two hours of driving to the TH went delightfully 
quickly. The road (9758) to the TH forks off Highway 83 at the second east (right) turnoff after 
the Piper Creek Road. Drive it a few miles, past a turnoff to Van Lake, to a gated logging 
road on the right, at the bottom of the mountain slope (approx. 3,800’).
"
We walked up the road to the first fork left, which doubles back around and eventually turns 
into the Squeezer Creek valley. If the gate was open, you could drive to about that point - for 
the last 1/2 mile or so, the road's much more overgrown. The trail began right at the end of 
the road, and we then began to marvel at how wonderfully constructed and clear it was. Jim 
Valentine has done an enormous amount of work in keeping the trail open over the years - 
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cutting brush, sawing logs and pushing them aside, and placing detours around more 
difficult sections.
"
Since the trail was so easy, we made good time up the valley, which was full of old-growth 
spruce and cedars. It took about 2 1/2 hours to get to the bottom of the main climb - that’s 
one of the things about Swan, it’s well-defended by distance! By the time we reached this 
point, the trail was becoming more overgrown by brush, but was still generally easy to follow. 
At the second crossing of Squeezer Creek, there is a flagged route with light green ribbons 
leading across the creek to avoid a huge blowdown on the old path which stays on the N 
side of the creek for another couple hundred yards before crossing it. I went through the 
blowdown on the way in and on the detour on the way back; my guess is that most people 
just endure the blowdown since the detour’s tread is pretty faint, unless it’s been constructed 
more recently.
 """

Then up, and up, we went. The 
trail got quite steep in places, with 
no switchbacks to ease things, but 
the forest was very gorgeous. We 
reached Lower Squeezer Lake at 
about 10:30 - its levels were pretty 
low. From there there wasn’t really 
a defined trail tread, but travel was 
easy, leading up the rocky 
meadows to a gully just right of 
the outlet of Upper Squeezer Lake, 
which led us to the lake. It was a 
magnificent setting, with the huge 
walls of Swan Peak towering 2,000 
feet above, a couple nice 
campsites, and plenty of signs of 
good fishing.
"
The route next led north into a 
draw which led us towards a 
saddle in the ridge leading west 
from Swan Peak. We started 
clambering up the slope just 
before the saddle, and it turned 
out to be precariously loose, with 
small pebbles on top of more solid 
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John Bardsley admiring the old growth forest.  
Note the thickness of the brush too.  Photo by 
Dan Saxton.



rock - the most tedious and difficult part of the climb, especially coming down. Fortunately, it 
was only a few hundred feet high. Views of the Missions began to open up in this section 
and a nice breeze helped alleviate the heat of this hot day in which Kalispell set a record of 
101F for this date.




The two Squeezer Lakes from the ridge above.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
""
From there, the upper slopes of Swan with the last several hundred feet of scrambling 
beckoned us on. After going up the ridge a bit past the last patches of trees, we picked up a 

�6



faint path traversing across the slope to the impressive large hanging valley below Swan and 
its N summit. Its middle was still filled with snow, melting into a tiny pool.
"""

The upper part of the final climb, 
clearly showing the gully you must 
finish in.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"""
From there, the scrambling 
began - 700 feet to the top. The 
first half was generally easy 
Class 2+ and then increased to 
definite Class 3 as the ridge 
narrowed. A large gully began 
opening up to the left, our signal 
to use it for the last few hundred 
feet. The traverse into the gully 
was the most technically difficult 
part of the hike, at a solid Class 
3 - less experienced scramblers 
might call it low Class 4. But 
overall the rock was generally 
solid and excellent to scramble 
on.
"
After 6 hours of climbing, we 
summited Swan just after 1pm. 
The skies were wonderfully blue 
and the air still relatively clean - 
we could easily see 75 miles. 
The entire Bob stretched out 
before us, and Glacier’s peaks 

rippled the horizon to the north. I walked down a couple hundred feet to see more of the 
Swan Glacier - mostly its eastern end was visible, the rest was hidden. Back at the top, I 
browsed through the register (a welcome sight; I haven’t seen many of these on Montana 
peaks), seeing a few familiar names and Jim Valentine’s signature on many of the pages. The 
entries went back to 2006.
"
After an hour on the top, we began the long trek back. It went smoothly, except for getting 
down that crumbly slope above Upper Squeezer - cautious steps required. At the lake, John 
took a quick dip and we relaxed briefly in the shade, gathering more water for the hot march 
back down the valley.
"
Thankfully, because of the large trees in the valley providing beautiful shade, the long walk 
turned out to be quite pleasant; the hottest part of the hike was the final 1 1/2 miles along 
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the logging road at 6pm. We reached my truck at 7pm, for just under 12 hours of hiking. Our 
reward on the way back were delicious burgers from the Ice Cream Place in Seeley Lake, 
and there we saw the smoke starting to move in from the Washington fires. Glad we got 
great visibility today!
"
Swan Peak is one of the top peaks in the Missoula area, and is a committing endeavor; even 
with the beautiful trail it is still a major climb of close to 6,000 vertical feet. Without the trail it 
would undoubtedly be an overnighter and require an incredible amount of effort, most 
probably via Lion Creek. Climbers of Swan Peak have so much to be thankful for to Jim 
Valentine, who has enabled many of us to have an amazing time up high and store up good 
memories of the unsurpassed Montana wilderness!  Dan Saxton "
P. S.  Swan Peak has just become a casualty of this year’s fire season; a small fire above Squeezer Creek has 
now closed the peak (including “user created trails in the area described on the map”) to all hikers - http://
inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4576/.  Let’s hope it reopens soon!  


Sunburst Lake and part of the Swan Glacier, with the Bob beyond, from the summit of Swan Peak.  Photo by 
Dan Saxton.
"""
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Jim Valentine: The Trailblazer of Swan Peak 

Jim Valentine atop Humphreys Peak (12,633’), highest summit in Arizona. 
""
I had heard the name of Jim Valentine associated with Swan Peak over the last few years, 
and once I climbed the peak and saw the fantastic work he had done on the trail, I thought it 
would be a great idea to interview him and learn more about this labor of love.  He graciously 
agreed to correspond, and our conversation is below:
""
1. Can we have a few words of introduction - can you briefly describe your life here in 
Montana, climbing history, etc? "
JV: I returned to Montana in August of 1997.  I had lived here from 1965 to 1970.  Work took 
me to Spokane and then Eugene, OR.  While in Spokane, I participated in the Spokane 
Mountaineers’ mountain climbing work shop.  My intent was to learn to climb safely as I did 

many solo trips.  I joined the Glacier Mountaineers in 2001 and have completed the 6 GNP 
peaks over 10K.  I have also climbed the high points in Washington, Idaho, and Arizona.
"
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2. What drew you to become interested in Swan Peak in the first place, and how did 
you open the trail? "
JV: I became interested in the Squeezer Lakes as possible remote fishing lakes.  I saw the 
trail on a Flathead Forest Service map.  I was told that the trail was in bad shape and not to 
waste my time looking for a route up Squeezer Creek due to the heavy brush.  The trail is 
considered an un-authorized trail by the Forest Service and was maintained by the outfitter 
who built it in the 1980’s. It was in need of clearing windfalls and cutting brush back in 2000.  
The trail was about 2 miles in length and ended at an old camp site that is hardly visible 
these days - it was up about 1.5 miles or 3 miles from the gate [blocking the road].  The map 
showed the trail on the south side of Squeezer Creek, but there was no trail on that side.  
There were a few old ribbons in the woods east of the camp, but no sign of a trail.   


The incredible trail work!  Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
I started from the camp and worked on weekends during the late spring and summer of 2000 
cutting and working on the route.  The going was tough due to the heavy brush and lack of 
good visibility. I would keep track of my progress with my GPS and plotted the progress on a 
map.  My health was being compromised somewhat by a plugged artery during this time.  I 
never experienced problems when working in the woods, but would have shortness of 
breath mowing the lawn.  Go figure! 


�10



After a stent was put in, I extended the trail another 4 miles to Lower Squeezer Lake.  The 
brush was quite dense in different areas and I used a compass and GPS to keep me on the 
correct route.  Once I arrived at the upper lake I realized how easy it was to climb the NW 
ridge to the peak.  
"
Upon completing the trail in August of 2000, I climbed Swan Peak for the first time.  I have 
climbed it every year since (about 15 times now) and have led a few GMS climbs to the 
summit. 
 " "

Typical trail tread, a very pleasant and shady 
walk along the valley of Squeezer Creek.  
Photo by Dan Saxton.
""
3. What is your favorite specific spot 
in the Squeezer Valley/on Swan 
Peak? "
JV: The upper lake basin is my favorite 
spot.  Another is the upper basin below 
the peak, where I saw a mother grizzly 
and three cubs the day of the first 
climb.  When I got to the upper tarn, I 
started to walk towards the pool of 
water in the snow.  I stopped, turned 
around and took off my pack, removed 
a water bottle.  Upon turning to move 
towards the water, to my surprise, I 
saw the mother griz and her three cubs 
of the year.  She took them straight 
east through the bowl and up the wall 
and through the little notch in the head 
wall. They must have been laying in the 
snow near the water.  When I saw her 
she was about 50 yds away and 

moving away from me.  Quite a sight.
"

4. What type of fish are in Upper Squeezer Lake? "
JV: The upper lake was last planted by MFWP in 1997.  The fish are cutthroats, but not 
genetically pure west slopes.  They are self-sustaining and spawn in the areas where there 
are underground springs, as the outlet is not feasible for reproduction.
"
5. What was the most memorable climb you’ve had of Swan Peak? "
JV: The first trip was the most memorable.  The grizzly incident and the climb up the class 4 
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part of the ridge that leads to the false summit.  Also, on the way up to the ridge above 
Upper Squeezer Lake, I was almost hit by falling rock kicked loose by a muley buck.
"
6. Have you climbed Swan Peak by any other routes, like from Sunburst Lake or Lion 
Creek? "
JV: I have never climbed it from any other route.  


The view south from Swan Peak along the crest of the Swan Range towards Holland Peak in the distance.  
Photo by Dan Saxton.
"

7. What do you envision will happen in the future to the trail?  Will there be enough 
interest to keep it open?   "
JV: Paul Gereg from Condon has helped me log out the trail for the past 4 years.  He cut all 
of it this year as I was suffering from sciatica, which is still a problem.  We never know what 
we are going to encounter.  Detours have been made to get around nasty situations. "
I do not know how much longer I will work on the trail.  I’m 74 and have been feeling the 
years since I turned 70.  I can still do a round trip in 10 hours, but it is beginning to be quite 
an effort.  Paul will log it out for an unknown time, but lack of brush cutting may be the thing 
that will eventually close down the trail.  Since the route passes through a mature spruce 
forest, it needs to be logged out every spring.  About 5 years ago a big avalanche caused a 
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pile up of trees about one mile below the lower lake on the edge of the trail.  The USFS 
would like to see unauthorized trails go back to their natural state.
"
The first part of the trail passed through Plum Creek land.  They did not have a problem with 
my work on the trail.  I did not get permission from the USFS for the rest of the trail.  There 
could be a problem advertising it as unauthorized trails seem to be verboten these days.  
There seems to be two schools of thought regarding opening up isolated areas to human 
traffic.  One camp would like to keep areas such as Swan Peak somewhat isolated and 
another camp that feels that opening up these areas allow more people to enjoy the wonders 
and beauty of our natural surroundings.  I fall into the second group because even though 
there is a trail, one still has to sweat and work to accomplish the summit of this beautiful 
mountain.
"
8. Why have Swan Peak and Squeezer Creek been drawing you back? "
JV: I would say there are two main reasons that I continue to visit the area.  The first is due to 
the initial investment of manual labor to get the trail to Lower Squeezer Lake.  The other is 
the still somewhat wild and remote nature of the area.  Even though the trail is there, not 
many use it each year; thus, it could be considered wild and remote.  Those that do use it 
still have a physical challenge in store for them to climb the peak.


A common sentiment in the Swan Peak summit register.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
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Sunday, August 2, 2015 - Morrell Mountain (8,161’) 

The summit of Morrell from the south.  Photo by Steve Schombel.
"
Only four participated, so we were able to take one truck, Lois’s. And she regretted it, since 
the road was narrow and very rocky. But there was still a lot of green up high, and quite a 
few wildflowers. It wasn’t too hot, warm enough to sweat but not hot enough to sap your 
strength. This was not a long, tough hike but rather a quick way to get up high. 
"
We discovered there was a distinct user trail that went over the false summit and down to 
the next saddle. Then it pretty much faded out, but it was either an obvious hike across a flat 
bench and up the grassy west slope, or continue along the ridge. We went up the west 
slope, and found some loose shaley pebbles which made footing uncertain, so one of us 
turned back. Three of us enjoyed the great view into the Bob from the summit. Unfortunately, 
it was too smoky to get a clear view of ranges in other directions, but we could see Seeley 
Lake and the town. The best view was toward Pyramid Pass and surrounding peaks, and we 
were pretty sure of some others - Goat, Youngs, Scapegoat and Red. There were many 
more. When I looked at some of these peaks it was hard to fathom some of the ones I used 
to backpack and bag, compared to what I attempt now. 
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""
Scenes of buckwheat.  Photo by 
Dave Robertson.
""""
It was now getting very 
smoky, and one of us had 
turned back, so we decided 
to go down the ridge and 
hike up to the lookout 
instead of continuing on. 
The twin summit of Morrell 
looks a lot lower and farther 
away than the map would 
indicate. The first 100 yards 
or so were ball-bearing type 

pebbles, so we took it real slow. The rest was routine. There was a gate just above where we 
parked but it was a short walk. There was a very friendly dog and fire watcher. We spent 
some time chatting and hearing stories. Now it was so smoky we could only see ghost 
outlines of peaks. Even Seeley Lake below was blurred. We headed down and had burgers 
and I had a beer at the Filling Station. 
"
One last piece of advice: the Cottonwood Lakes Road is being repaired and is closed a few 
miles beyond the 
Lakes, so if you drive 
up from the Upsata 
Lake turnoff you can’t 
get through. Just by 
dumb luck we took the 
route through Seeley. 
"
Participants were Lois 
Crepeau, Julie Kahl, 
Steve Schombel, and 
the new guy, Dave 
Robertson.  Steve 
Schombel """"
Atop Morrell.  Photo by 
Steve Schombel. "
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Saturday, August 8, 2015 - Holland Lookout (8,050’)  

Looking west to Holland Lake and the Mission Mountains from the slopes of Holland Lookout.  Photo by 
Megan Vandenheuvel.
"

Fellow Rocky Mountaineer Todd Kaye and sidekick Sadie joined myself and Izzy on an 
adventure into the Swan Range to complete a loop that borders the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness. Other sites recommend doing the loop counter-clockwise heading to Upper 

Holland and Sapphire Lakes, but a longer gradual climb persuaded us to try the steeper and 
shorter way via Trail #42 and complete the loop clockwise. What a wise choice this was! 
"
We began shortly after 8 am at the trailhead located on the north end of Holland Lake near 
the Holland Lake Lodge. The first mile was mellow and a good warm-up before the real 
climbing began around mile 1.5. The Holland Lookout trail has many switchbacks to the top 
and while we gained a quick elevation to 8050 feet around mile 5, the switchbacks kept the 
climb sustainable but not overbearing. We took breaks for photos and snacks along the way 
and enjoyed a bluebird day with little wind thanks to a dominant ridge of high pressure. Once 
at the top by the lookout we enjoyed the incredible 360 degree views of the Bob, Missions, 
and Swan Valley while the pups played in the warm summer sun and provided ample 
entertainment! With such amazing scenery we wondered why more didn't complete this hike! 
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Holland Lookout and the Swan Crest to the north.  Photo by Megan Vandenheuvel.
"
After an hourlong break, we began the steep descent towards Sapphire Lake - we even had 
to slide in a few places where packed dirt became as slick as ice. During our descent, we 
heard a strange call that sounded like it was a bird, but as we got closer we realized it was 
the squeal of a marmot. Perhaps they did not like us in their territory? We watched each 
other for a few minutes before they scurried away into the rocks. 
"
While the trip had gone smoothly, somewhere above Sapphire Lake we had ended up on a 
trail that was not plotted on our maps. Rather than losing time to re-trace our steps, we 
found a dried stream that would lead us back on the correct trail a few hundred feet down 
from our location. Though maps indicated that the trail made a perimeter along Sapphire 
Lake we had difficulty finding this trail and received the answer as to why we did not see 
anyone else completing the loop. However, it turns out that there was a new trail built within 
the last few years and thankfully we stumbled upon it before the final descent towards Upper 
Holland Lake. This mishap added a little extra adventure as we stumbled over rocks and 
brush to reach the new trail. We wondered if the initial "wrong turn" was actually the right 
one? We did not have enough time to find out so we continued on. 
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"
One of the dogs on 
Holland Lookout.  Photo 
by Megan Vandenheuvel.
"""
Our descent into 
Upper Holland 
welcomed us with 
huckleberries and 
though we were alert 
for possible bears, 
we did not even see 
a sign. We had 
completed 7.5 miles 
by the time we 
reached Upper 
Holland Lake and 
realized we were just 
barely over halfway. 

That said, we were thankful that the route was mainly downhill for the remainder of the 
journey. Our legs were getting tired towards the end and we ended up with a total mileage of 
14.2 miles in 9 hours (10 with 1 hr lunch break). It was a rewarding adventure for us and the 
pups and we couldn't have asked for a more picture-perfect day! I highly recommend this 
loop, it is wild and spectacular country and there is so much to explore that an extra day or 
two at the lakes would 
allow for! Happy 
journeys!  Megan 
Vandenheuvel """""""""""
Looking into the Bob from 
Holland Lookout.  Photo 
by Megan Vandenheuvel. """"
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Saturday, August 15, 2015 - Goat Mountain (9,283') and Racetrack Peak (9,522'), Flint 
Creek Range 

The north ridge of Racetrack Peak - easier than it looks.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
""
Since I had evening plans this Saturday, I looked around for a relatively straightforward hike 
that would get me back to town by early evening. The Flint Creek Range called again (2 

months after my Mount Powell hike), and I planned a loop trip over Goat Mountain and 
Racetrack Peak, the first big Flint peaks coming in from the west.
"
As I opened my door at 5:15am, the heavy smell of smoke hit my nostrils - the Missoula 
valley was socked in pretty bad. Hopefully things would be better further southeast? I met 
Alden Wright and Michael at the Eastgate Plaza and we piled into Alden's Jeep for the 1 1/2 
hr drive.
"
We left Hwy 1 south of Drummond at Maxville, went past Princeton, and continued up 
Boulder Creek, staying close to the valley bottom (Road 676). About 1/3 of a mile before 
Granite Creek, the road became much worse, basically a rock garden. Alden expertly 
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The section of road that Alden decided not to drive, above the first switchback.
"
navigated his Jeep over that section, past a parking area at Granite Creek that apparently is 
as far as most people go, across the creek, and about 1/2 mi further over a very rough, rocky 
road to the first switchback where we parked at 7am after seeing the road looked pretty bad 
beyond. I would only recommend that good 4wd drivers who don't mind banging up their 
vehicles continue beyond Granite Creek. Thanks to Alden's great driving, our hike was about 
1 mile shorter than planned.



We walked up the road; after 
the 2nd switchback it did 
become much smoother and 
was pleasant walking. We 
turned left onto Road 1590, 
which would be great for 
mountain bikes (as would be 
Road 676 above the 
switchbacks). That led us up 
to some small old mining 
prospects where the road 
ended. All along this way the 
smoke was a constant 
presence and visibility was 5 
miles at best, though the air 
was rather cool.
"
The south side of Goat Mountain.  
Photo by Dan Saxton.
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From the end of the road, a small path led NE towards the main saddle N of Goat Mountain; 
it ended at a big meadow below that saddle. The woods were so open, the path wasn't really 
needed, so we continued on a curve SE towards treeline, passing through an attractive 
whitebark pine grove.
"
The wind was blowing quite briskly at treeline and I was actually pretty cold for a while even 
with my jacket, so we kept moving along up the final slope of Goat Mountain, passing over 
the summit and stopping for a break in a sunlit area sheltered from the wind. All the other 
summits raised their ghostly silhouettes through the smoky haze.
"
The ridge line was pleasant and attractive walking, even with the wind and smoke, and we 
made good time over the unnamed summit (9,360'+) between Goat and Racetrack; that 
peak had gorgeous flat meadowy benches on its southern slopes. Racetrack's N ridge 
looked slightly intimidating to the south.


Alden beginning the ascent of Racetrack Peak’s north ridge.   Photo by Dan Saxton.
"
As it turned out, that ridge was only Class 2+, there were always ways around the rocky 
crags, undoubtedly kept and maintained by the goats, though there were also some 
intriguing natural benches/ramps on the west side of the ridge. So we made it without 
mishap to Racetrack's summit at about 1pm.
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"
View east from 
Racetrack summit to 
Mount Powell.  Photo 
by Dan Saxton.
""""""
By that time the 
smoke had cleared 
off sufficiently for 
us to see pretty 
much all of the 
Flints - Pikes Peak, 
Mount Powell, Twin 
Peaks, etc. It was a 
nice time now up 
high.
"

We began the descent by going off the SW ridge of Racetrack - it was rocky and slow going 
for a while, especially descending the spur ridge NE of the Powell Mine. Below treeline there 
were once again some wonderful examples of healthy whitebark pine and some Clark's 
Nutcrackers flying around looking for the seeds on the pinecones; Michael explained the 
mutual benefits the 
trees and the birds 
provided to each 
other.
"""""""
Beautiful stands of 
whitebark pine along the 
spur ridge off Racetrack.  
Photo by Dan Saxton.
"""""""
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We ended our cross-country section by walking a beautiful open white-colored ridge, that 
had been prominent most of the day from earlier spots on our hike. That ridge eventually 
dropped off back down to the mining roads, where we hooked up with Road 676 near a mine 
on a small knob. It was a quick and uneventful walk from there back to Alden's jeep at 4pm. 
After a much-welcomed beer, we traveled back to Missoula and made it in time for the 
evening festivities.
"
This is an excellent, moderate hike (10-11mi, 9 hrs, 4,000' vertical) that has a little bit of 
everything to offer except big scrambling, and gives a good idea of what the Flint Creek 
Range has to offer; I highly recommend it! There are many exploration opportunities in this 
often-overlooked range……  Dan Saxton ""
*Glacier Classic trips will appear in the September newsletter……. 



The remote, rugged, and locally prominent Moose Creek Buttes (6,937’) in Idaho’s North Fork of the 
Clearwater country present a strenuous yet rewarding challenge for the hardy explorer.  Photo by Dan Saxton.
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UPCOMING TRIPS AND ADVENTURES    

Trip Notes: 

Please contact the trip leader for more information regarding any listed trips. 
Mileage listed is round trip mileage. Elevation listed is gain only. For information on 
Class Rating see below:


Class Rating System:  
CLASS 1 – HIKING Mostly on trails, but may also include some easy cross country 
travel. 
CLASS 2 – EASY SCRAMBLING Rugged off trail hiking, no hands required.  
CLASS 3 – SCRAMBLING Use of hand to ascend some sections of rock. Little to no 
exposure; a fall would not likely cause serious injury. 
CLASS 4 – CLIMBING Easy climbing, great exposure; a fall would quite possibly 
cause serious injury. Use of a rope and protection at times possible. 
CLASS 5 – TECHNICAL CLIMBING Use of rope, protection and belay are a must. 
CLASS 6 – AID CLIMBING Use of equipment to support your weight as you climb. 


"
Saturday, September 19, 2015 - ROGERS PASS (AGAIN) 

The idea here is to go up where Little Wolf Creek Rd. goes south from Rogers Pass, to the 
saddle with Sunset Mt. to the east, and explore the trail we saw going up the divide ridge 
from the saddle. This may turn into a point to point, coming down the west side of the divide 
at Rogers Pass. Maybe climbing Anaconda Peak.


Leader: Julia Kahl - jawkal@rockymountaineers.com 


"
Tentative: RED MOUNTAIN (Scapegoat) for Saturday, September 26, 2015 - I’m planning 
a rematch for the highest peak in the Bob Marshall Country, since we got rained out last 
year.  We would try the route from Copper Creek again.  More details to follow via the email 
list and Facebook, please feel free to express your interest.


Leader: Dan Saxton - apologist497-at-yahoo.com


"
Please feel free to propose some good hikes for when things cool down and fall colors 
emerge!


"
"
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Looking ahead…… 
The Rocky Mountaineers will have their first meeting of the fall season at 7pm on Tuesday, 
September 8, 2015, at the Imagine Nation Brewing Co., 1151 W Broadway St., Missoula 
(since the Trail Head is busy with their Labor Day sales; we hope to return to that usual 
location for October).  We will also have our business meeting at Imagine Nation at 6pm.  
Our tradition at the September meeting is to show slides from members’ summer trips, so if 
you’ve been on a memorable adventure be sure to bring your photos!    


"
In October (presumably at the Trail Head), we will host a presentation about Mountain Bike 
Exploration in the Little Belt Mountains: 

Did you ever want to cover more ground in the backcountry and not carry the weight on your 
back? Come hear about a 5-day exploration of the Little Belt Range by mountain bike. Julie, 
Kate and Laurie have been mountain. bike touring together for the past six years.  The tours 
have included portions of the Great Divide Route and The Gravelly Range outside of Virginia 
City.  They will be presenting their latest tour of the Little Belts outside of Great Falls.  


The presentation will also include a how-to Nature Journal along the way with watercolors.  
No artistic talent is needed, just a motivation to journal with few words.
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THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Annual Membership Fee: $10.00 

Note: Membership includes all members of a family or household. 

"
Make checks payable to ‘The Rocky Mountaineers’ and send to: The 
Rocky Mountaineers, PO Box 4262, Missoula, MT 59806

"
Name: ______________________________ 
Additional Family Members’ Names: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: __________________________ 

Cell Phone (optional):___________________________ 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
Additional Email (optional): 
_______________________________________________

Joining or maintaining your Rocky Mountaineers membership has never been easier!


PayPal is now available on the Rocky Mountaineers website. Click on the membership 
link on the main page.


"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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